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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Personal Ambition”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

There is no doubt about the source of personal ambition:

James 3:14 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.

James 3:15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.

James 3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

But personal ambition is certainly the driving force behind the careers of many people.  Bitter jealousy is surely a partner with selfish ambition (twin evils) for usually the person is very jealous of the achievements of someone else and so wants to achieve to at least the level of that other person.  As stated by James, where these two awful partners exist there is also disorder and every evil thing.  Usually when the twin evils are the driving force in a person’s life he will assault the person to whom his jealousy is directed.  The assault may even be murder but usually it is “only” slander, gossip, and other methods of attack such as the deeds of the flesh:
Gal 5:19 “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,

Gal 5:20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,

Gal 5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”

It is not a pretty picture to see these evils coming forth from the person driven by jealousy and selfish ambition.  Unfortunately our society is flooded with media-driven examples of how wonderfully selfish ambition can be rewarded such as some TV programs concerned with worldly success.  We also read about some people who are caught in crimes because of their preoccupation with such “success”.  Perfect justice will have to wait but sometimes we see that crime does not really pay.  It is remarkable how so many crimes are driven by jealousy and selfish ambition.  If we knew all the details it may be that most crimes are driven by these twin evils from Satan.  

Note that James also tells us that when we are driven by these forces of evil that we are not to be arrogant and lie against the truth that we are being so motivated.  In other words, we need to constantly judge ourselves to see if such evil forces are stirring us.  
2Cor 13:5 “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?”

As we know, some who even occupy pulpits do so not for the love of Christ but from selfish ambition as the people did who were attacking Paul:
Phil 1:15 “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;

Phil 1:16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;

Phil 1:17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.”

There is a proper way to have ambition in our lives:

2Cor 5:9 “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”

1Thess 4:11 “and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;”
When we practice the proper ambition, we will then have the proper fruits in our lives:

Gal 5:22” But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Gal 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

So this week let us all focus on the ambition of being pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ, to lead a quiet life and attend to our own business and work that are done with our hands.  To counter selfish ambition, the fruit of self-control is essential.  Let us also often test ourselves to make sure that we are not lying about any motives that are condemned.  May everything we do be done to the glory of God!
